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Corn Integrated Pest Management   

 Integrated Pest Management (IPM) assesses the pest situation, evaluates management options, and implements 
a system of complementary actions to minimize crop losses. 

 Above- and below-ground corn insects require IPM in each field every year. 
 Best Management Practices (BMP) for corn insects include crop rotation, dual mode of action Genuity® 

SmartStax® RIB Complete® corn blend, regular scouting, and diverse agronomic practices. 

What is IPM? 
Integrated Pest Management is a holistic approach to monitoring pest 
lifecycles and prevalence in farmer’s fields to determine the best pest 
control methods to protect crop yield potential in the current and 
following growing seasons. IPM is a continuum of pest management 
evaluations, decisions, and controls that encompass pest lifecycles and 
prevalence, agronomic practices such as crop rotation, seed selection, 
soil management, and timely use of pesticides to minimize pest damage 
and protect environmental resources.  

IPM is Essential for Corn Productivity 
Above- and below-ground insects require management every year across 
the Corn Belt. A comprehensive IPM plan is a key factor for sustaining 
maximum corn yield potential, particularly in continuous corn rotations. 
Gathering information on insect infestations helps growers develop 
integrated plans to make informed seed choices and decisions to use 
appropriate agronomic practices to minimize the risk of lost yield 
potential throughout a crop rotation.  

Implementing IPM Practices 
Corn insect pests vary in each field based on cropping history and 
management practices. Intensive corn rotations provide a favorable 
environment for corn insects to develop significantly higher pest 
pressure than in fields consistently rotated to different crops. A 
comprehensive understanding of the potential for various corn insects 
to develop high levels of infestation is necessary to make informed seed 
and trait protection choices and agronomic management practices to 
address corn insect pests. 

Scouting for Corn Rootworm 
Monitoring adult corn rootworm (CRW) infestation levels in corn is the 
cornerstone of any CRW management plan. If a high population of CRW 
was not present in a field that was planted to a single trait corn product, 
regular scouting should still be conducted throughout the growing 

season. Remember that environmental conditions can affect the length 
of time the insects are present and adjust the scouting regimen 
accordingly. If high numbers of CRW beetles are found, a foliar-applied 
insecticide can be used to reduce egg deposition, thus reducing CRW 
pressure the following season. An excellent tool to help determine when 
damaging insects may be affecting corn fields is the online resource 
www.insectforecast.com. Farmers can log onto the site to learn about 
when and where CRW larvae are hatching and track the migration of 
WBC or CEW throughout the growing season.  

CRW Best Management Practices 

Rotate to Genuity® Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybean or another 
suitable crop. 

Switch to a dual mode of action (MOA) Genuity® SmartStax® RIB 
Complete® corn blend to help mange above- and below-ground 
insects in each field. 

If rotation or a dual MOA product is not an option, utilize a SAI on 
fields planted to a single MOA technology such as Genuity® VT Triple 
PRO® RIB Complete® corn blend. 

Scout and stay ahead. Implement appropriate strategies to 
minimize CRW risk such as rotating traits and chemistry. 

An effective IPM plan should include: 
Develop a monitoring plan that considers the rotation system and 

management practices that affect insect behavior in each field. 
Assess the insect infestation levels during the crop season using the 

appropriate scouting. techniques for specific insects. Early detection 
and accurate assessment of insect numbers and distribution in a 
field help to formulate effective tactics. 

Once action thresholds are reached, pest control options can be 
implemented. 
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