Agronomy Spotlight

Managing Volunteer Corn throughout the Early Season

Volunteer corn can be a problem in
soybean fields in the year following corn.
Soybean fields can be infested with
individual corn plants as well as clumps
of corn plants, some of which may have
germinated from corn cobs on the ground
(Figure 1). If not controlled, volunteer
corn can reduce soybean yield as well
as provide a host for corn rootworm

to survive and reproduce, which could
potentially reduce the benefit of a corn-
soybean rotation. Controlling volunteer

corn early in a soybean crop is the best
management practice.’? Figure 1. Volunteer corn in soybeans.

In-crop Management of Volunteer Corn

There are a number of herbicide options for control of volunteer corn in soybeans.
Postemergence grass herbicides, such as Select Max® and Fusilade® DX herbicides, are
effective in controlling volunteer corn. These grass herbicides can also be tank-mixed with
glyphosate and other herbicides for broad-spectrum weed control.

Since volunteer corn can continue to emerge in soybeans, there may be a tendency to
delay herbicide applications in-crop to control the weed.®* Postemergence grass herbicide
applications are often delayed until volunteer corn is visible above the soybean canopy.
However, the longer and larger that volunteer corn grows with soybeans, the greater the
chance of soybean yield loss and the more difficult it may be to control the weed. Higher
rates of a postemergence grass herbicide may be required to control larger volunteer
corn, and full control may not be achieved. In addition, the longer volunteer corn grows in
soybeans, the greater the chance of corn rootworm buildup and potential insect resistance
to B.t. corn traits. Making a herbicide application early to small volunteer corn followed

by a sequential application if needed to control later emerging corn can be an effective
management approach. Better and more consistent control of volunteer corn can be
obtained when herbicide treatments are applied to 12-inch-tall or less corn.
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Legal Statements

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW IRM, WHERE APPLICABLE, GRAIN MARKETING AND ALL OTHER STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES AND PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS
Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate and dicamba. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to
glyphosate. Dicamba will kill crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Contact your seed brand dealer or refer to the Monsanto Technology Use Guide for
recommended weed control programs.

Performance may vary, from location to location and from year to year, as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data
from multiple locations and years whenever possible and should consider the impacts of these conditions on the grower’s fields.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Tank mixtures: The applicable labeling for each product must be in the possession of the user at
the time of application. Follow applicable use instructions, including application rates, precautions and restrictions of each product used in the tank mixture.
Not all tank mix product formulations have been tested for compatibility or performance other than specifically listed by brand name. Always predetermine

the compatibility of tank mixtures by mixing small proportional quantities in advance. Warrant® Herbicide is not registered in all states and may be subject to
use restrictions. The distribution, sale, or use of an unregistered pesticide is a violation of federal and/or state law and is strictly prohibited. Check with your
local dealer or representative for the product registration status in your state. Roundup Ready 2 Xtend®, Roundup® and Warrant® are registered trademarks
of Bayer Group. Cobra®, Phoenix® and Select Max® are registered trademarks of Valent U.S.A. Corporation. Bayer and Bayer Cross Design are registered
trademarks of Bayer Group. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2019 Bayer Group. All rights reserved. 4003_S1
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